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Healthy Eating Research Commissioned Research Funding Opportunity

Healthy Eating Research is excited to share that we have research funds available for small commissioned studies and papers. Commissioned studies are intended to address time-sensitive research questions; all studies should aim to identify and evaluate policies, environmental approaches, and systems changes that advance health and nutrition equity in the areas of healthy food access and security, diet quality, and healthy weight, thus improving inequities in social structures and community conditions that are the main drivers of diet and weight-related health disparities.

Types of Projects

Commissioned Studies:
HER’s commissioned research is intended to fund small studies that produce timely, policy-relevant research. Commissioned analyses/studies will be for a duration of up to 12 months and a maximum of $100,000 (though please note, the average amount of most studies funded is $40,000-50,000). Examples of project activities may include primary data collection and analysis, secondary data analyses, in-depth case studies, qualitative research needs assessments, modeling studies, and policy analyses.

Deliverables could include data analyses and summary reports, manuscripts for publication in a peer-reviewed journal, measurement tools (or their validation), reports with recommendations, policy and/or research briefs, or other deliverables as appropriate.

Commissioned Papers:
HER also commissions papers, including manuscripts for publication in peer-reviewed journals, as well as evidence-based reports and briefs published outside the peer-reviewed literature. 

Issue or Research Briefs are intended to distill existing published research into an easily digestible brief format for an advocate, policymaker, or practice audience (funding typically ranges between $1,500 and $2,500; timelines vary based on the time-sensitive nature of the topic).

Manuscripts for publication in peer-reviewed journals typically include Narrative or Scoping Reviews (up to $6,000 for a duration of up to 12 months) and Systematic Reviews (up to $8,000 for a duration of up to 12 months). Researchers are the primary audience for these deliverables. 

Scope

Proposals should focus on the investigation of policy, systems, and environmental change strategies, and consider nutrition-related health disparities. The goal of Healthy Eating Research is to help all children achieve optimal nutrition and address nutrition-related equity. Therefore, all commissioned research must have the potential to impact groups at highest risk for poor health and well-being, and nutrition-related health disparities. All proposed studies must have a clear impact on children (0-18) and families in the U.S. HER’s Equity for Researchers document offers tools to help researchers understand and incorporate racial equity principles into their research in order to advance health equity. For more information on past studies funded, visit our Research and Publications webpage. 

How to Apply
Please submit an abstract following the abstract template below via email to Healthy Eating Research (healthyeating@duke.edu) with the subject “ATTN: HER Commissioned Research.” The abstract will be reviewed by HER staff and, if considered in-scope for this funding opportunity, the applicant will be invited to submit a full proposal. All abstracts and full proposals will be reviewed on a rolling basis. 



Healthy Eating Research Commissioned Research Funding Opportunity
Structured Abstract

	
Instructions for using this template.

· Please use the guidelines below to prepare your structured abstract: Use the section headings provided (e.g., Project Aims, Rationale) to organize your responses.
· Before submitting your structured abstract, delete the instructions in this box—and the guidelines shown in blue. Please leave the major section headings (in bold, black type) as organizational tools.
· Your structured abstract should be typed in black, 11-point Arial font.  
· The structured abstract, including the section headings, should be no more than 500 words.
· Citations/references are not needed. If you choose to include them, they must fit within the word limit. 
· Do not adjust the margins or font style/size of this template. 
· In your structured abstract, please list the entire project team. 

Remember to delete this block of instructions—and the guidelines shown in blue—before uploading this template.

STRUCTURED ABSTRACTS THAT DO NOT CONFORM TO THE FORMATTING INSTRUCTIONS ABOVE WILL NOT BE REVIEWED.





Proposed Project Title: 
Applicant Name: 
Applicant Organization: 
Funding Amount Requested: 
Grant Duration Requested: 

Project Aims
Describe the purpose of the proposed commissioned study or paper, including the key research questions and aims.
xxxxxx (your response goes here in black type) xxxxxx

Rationale
Briefly describe the significance and contribution of the proposed commissioned study or paper towards understanding policy, systems, and environmental strategies that advance health and nutrition equity in the areas of healthy food access and security, diet quality, and healthy weight. Please highlight why this study is timely and/or policy relevant.
Xxxxxx (your response goes here in black type) xxxxxx

Target Population, Sample, Setting
Describe the sample, and if applicable, the settings (e.g., institution(s) or communities) in which the proposed study will take place. Also describe the potential this proposal has to impact groups at highest risk for poor health and well-being, and nutrition and weight-related health disparities (i.e., relevance to low-resource communities and children in lower-income and racially and ethnically diverse populations at highest risk for poor diet and obesity).
Xxxxxx (your response goes here in black type) xxxxxx

Research Strategy
Include the key research questions, methods, measures, and analysis plans (as applicable).
Xxxxxx (your response goes here in black type) xxxxxx

Names and Qualifications of Authors 
Name and include degree(s), title, and organization of the PI or first author and all co-authors at the time of submission. 
xxxxxx (your response goes here in black type) xxxxxx
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